EARLY CHILDHOOD
DEVELOPMENT (ECD)




W YA
om preg 0 4 : /%
d g old ‘ L 2 t
d oundatio [
0 ong d lea g ’
: | ﬁ A .
b gro pid 0 | \ ’
0 al co 0 T
0 d ond 4 2
i
b doub wo | [ I =
d keeps gro g to abo | | b = ¢ S
80 p of ad by ag
oo A oy
gro D g . ' ,;f; AL .
0 Ppo - \ ; £ :
d co = S
ong b
d 0 0 =
dep 0 d so
bitio d impro

roductiiy. I Cira near UNICEF'S KEY MESSAGES

e ®)

. ”' g . P " l'i?
4

o )

She
[ e !

Investing in ECD offers substantial returns in terms of
children’s long-term health, well-being, learning and
productivity. National programmes that will expand access to
quality ECD care are urgently needed.

Parents have an important role to play in supporting their
children in these crucial early years.

UNICEF has resources available to empower parents to learn
new skills. Parents can also share that information and their
experiences with their peers, and provide support to other
parents in need.

UNICEF is calling for national and local governments, as well as
employers, to implement family-friendly policies, including:

e Maternity leave and paternity leave
e Flexible working hours

e Support for childcare — by providing services directly, or
financial support to parents of young children.

For parents: providing children with nutrition, health and
hygiene, opportunities for learning, and protection from harm
and pollution enables them to be physically healthy, mentally
alert, emotionally secure, socially competent and able to learn.

Parenting should match children’s stage of development,
with nutrition, stimulation and protection that is appropriate
to their needs.

A father’s early, active and engaged participation in a
child’s early years and beyond is good for their development.


http://www.unicef.cn

