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Preface

2008 sees the mid-way of Education for All (EFA). While numerous countries in the
world enjoy different level of achievements towards the six goals of EFA, the challenges
ahead of us are to provide quality education for all as committed by the 164 countries at
the 2000 Dakar World Education Forum. According to the EFA Mid-Decade Assessment
organized by UNESCO, in partnership with UNICEF and other international agencies,
mother-tongue based bilingual/multilingual education (MLE) has been recognized as one
of the ways to help achieve the six EFA goals as it facilitates learning, particularly in the
early stages and in literacy.

Seeing the important role mother-tongue based bilingual/multilingual education plays in
achieving EFA, the Ministry of Education Youth and Sport (MoEYS) of Cambodia, with
the technical and financial assistance from UNESCO, published the Khmer version of the
“Advocacy Kit for Promoting Multilingual Education: Including the Excluded” (hereafter
referred to as “Kit”) with the aim of promoting MLE in Cambodia as stated in Article 24
of the 2007 Education Law.

We would highly commend the Department of Non-Formal Education (DNFE) for its
commitment and endeavor since 2007 in the translation, contextualization and
dissemination of the Kit in Khmer language. To ensure the relevance of the translated
version in Cambodian context, additions and adaptations have also been made where
appropriate. Moreover, the DNFE in collaboration with the UNESCO Phnom Penh
Office has organized several workshops to further raise the awareness of MLE, in
particular in the non-formal education settings, as well as to build the capacity of
education policy makers and practitioners to better practice MLE in education policies
and implementation

We trust that the Kit is useful for you and we encourage further adaptation by users in
their daily practice to make the Kit more complete and relevant.

/-n—@——_“

Teruo Jinnai
UNESCO Representative in Cambodia
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another language once the learners have developed the necessary vocabulary in the new language. (See Cummins, J.
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5. Some researchers find that the L2 can be introduced early, as long as teachers continue to use the children's home lan-
guages as one of the of instruction throughout primary school.
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The five million people of PNG speak over 800 distinct language Until 1993, English was the language of the formal educa-
tion system. Recognizing the negative of English-only education the PNG government revised its primary education system
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15 “Kam” (pronounced like “gum” in English) is the name the people call themselves. Other people in China often refer to
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Susan Malone, SIL International, in 2001.
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